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ON THEIR WAY
Cascade, MV high schools graduate seniors
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SECOND SHUTTLE
Bluebird Express adds new way to get 

around McCall
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NEVER FORGET
Photo by Chelsea tuttle / For The Star-News

Rick Krause of McCall, a Marine Corps veteran, salutes during Memorial Day ceremonies on Monday at Finnish Cemetery near Lake Fork. 
Members of the American Legion McCall Post 119 and Cascade Post 60 held tributes at Valley County cemeteries that included a three-volley rifle 
salute and the playing of “Taps.”

Oh, Deer! McCall ponders 
what to do with ‘town herd’

The feeding of deer that wander 
the city of McCall would be banned 
under a proposal by the McCall City 
Council. 

Photo courtesy City of McCall

Council considers ban on 
feeding wildlife

BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

McCall’s “town herd” of deer could be 
trapped and relocated next year under a 
plan aired last week to the McCall City 
Council. 

The plan would start by adopting a law 
banning people from feeding deer and 
other wildlife in the City of McCall, a move 
council members signaled support for last 
Thursday. 

“Some people really like seeing the cute 
little deer in their yard and they like seeing 
the fawns in the spring,” McCall Mayor 
Bob Giles said. “But it’s not sustainable, 
it’s not natural.”

A draft of the proposed law is expected to 
go before city council at a future meeting, 
though a date has not yet been set. A public 
hearing would be required before the law 
could be passed. 

If the law is adopted, the Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game would respond 
next winter by trapping and relocating as 
many of the deer as possible to areas near 
Emmett, Brownlee and Riggins.

See DEER, Page 2

“The deer can struggle with certain types of feed...
and can starve even with a full stomach.”

— REGAN BERKLEY

McCall flying 
club gets a 
place to land

Historic airport hangar 
was donated by owner

BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

Levi Johnson is relieved the future of 
the MYL High Flying Club and its youth 
pilot program are now secure thanks to 
the donation of an historic hangar at the 
McCall Municipal Airport. 

Johnson serves as president of the 
flying club, which also runs the McCall 
Youth Learning Aviation Fund, a non-
profit aimed at helping local high school 
students earn a pilot’s license. 

 “We now know for generations to come 
that we have secured the hangar and the 
airplanes,” said Johnson, 38. “Now we 
just need donations and funds to help 
these students.”

Jeff Carter owned the former Johnson 
Flying Service hangar, or the red hangar 
seen from Idaho 55 near Deinhard Lane, 
for 10 years before deciding to donate it 
to the flying club.

“It just made sense,” said Carter, 59, 
who splits time between McCall and 
Los Banos, California, where he works 
part-time as a dentist while taking care 
of his parents. 

“Yeah, I could have made money on 
it, but this was better and it helped out 
the flying club. There’s more to life than 
money.”

See HANGAR, Page 2

uCOVID-19 
Vaccinations 
continue to rise 
slowly / P3

Photo by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News
Lance Nichols, a member of the Myl High 
Flying Club, cleans the windshield on 
a plane in front of the new home of the 
club, which was donated by the hangar’s 
owner. 

Photo by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News
Alex Shepherd inspects the flow in a hose that will feed water 
through a solar-powered water pump to the greenhouse and 
garden at Meadows Valley School in New Meadows. 

MV senior builds water system 
for greenhouse as sr. project

M-D sells bond to expand Donnelly, middle schools

BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

Alex Shepherd turned on a fau-
cet at the community greenhouse 
in New Meadows last Friday and 
watched as the result of hundreds 
of hours of hard work poured out. 

Shepherd, a senior at Mead-
ows Valley High School, recently 
completed work to get running 
water to the greenhouse, which 
is located across McClain Street 
from the school. 

“Hundreds of hours have gone 
into this,” Shepherd said. “I’ve 
used the last month to work on 
finishing this. If I wasn’t working 
on schoolwork, I was working 
on this.”

The work came as part of 
Shepherd’s senior project, which 
are student-chosen long-term 
projects that all MV seniors must 

complete to graduate. 
The projects require a 

minimum of 45 total hours, a 
benchmark Shepherd reached 
before even breaking ground on 
the new water connection to the 
greenhouse. 

Shepherd started by writ-
ing several grant applications 
for funding, attending local 
government meetings to ask for 
funding and researching materi-
als needed to build a standalone 
solar grid. 

“I’ve been doing funding stuff 
throughout the whole year,” 
Shepherd said. 

Shepherd was able to raise 
about $2,200 to pay for wiring, 
solar panels, a well pump, a power 
inverter and batteries to store 
solar energy. 

See WATER, Page 4

BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

The sale of $33 million in bonds last 
week set in motion a major school ex-
pansion by the McCall-Donnelly School 
District.

The sale of the bonds means the district 
can move forward with the expansion of 
two schools approved by voters on March 9.

A construction contractor is expected 
to be hired by the M-D board of trustees 
at its regular meeting on June 14, M-D 
Superintendent Jim Foudy said. 

About $7.5 million of the bond will be 

used to expand and improve Payette Lakes 
Middle School.

About $15 million will be used to 
improve Donnelly Elementary School 
and about $10.5 million to refinance the 
district’s outstanding debt.

Last week’s sale locked in a 1.74% inter-
est rate, which was up slightly from the 
1.65% rate projected when the measure 
went to voters. 

“The fact that we got an interest rate 
less than 2% is phenomenal,” Foudy said. 
“I’m not sure it gets much better than that.” 

The remaining balance of a 2012 bond 

that was refinanced had an interest rate 
of 3.29%.

Monthly payments from taxpayers will 
decrease from the initial expected cost of 
$53 to $50 per $100,000 in assessed value. 

The rate also means that the bond will 
cost taxpayers about $566,000 more than 
anticipated before the bond is repaid.   

Financial advisors warned M-D 
trustees in April that interest rates had 
increased since the March 9 vote and the 
additional debt could be as high as about 
$967,000 at an interest rate of 1.91%. 

See M-D, Page 2

St. Luke’s vaccination RV 
to come to McCall, NM

The St. Luke’s mobile COVID-19 vaccine 
unit will be offering free walk-up COVID 
vaccinations in McCall, New Meadows and 
Riggins this month.

The retrofitted RV will make the follow-
ing stops:

McCall: Tuesday, June 
22, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m., The Terrace/
Ponderosa Center, next to 
Hotel McCall across from 
Legacy Park

Riggins: Wednesday, June 23, 8 a.m. to 
noon, St. Luke’s Clinic – Salmon River Family 
Medicine, 214 Main Street

New Meadows: Wednesday, June 23, 2:30 
to 6 p.m., St. Luke’s Clinic – Meadows Valley 
Family Medicine, 320 Virginia St.

McCall: Thursday, June 24, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and 2 to 4 p.m., Marketplace at McCall 
(Ridley’s/Rite Aid), corner of Deinhard Lane 
and North 3rd Street.

See VACCINE, Page 3

   Thursday         Friday         Saturday Sunday Monday

                   Sunny               Sunny                 Clear                     Clear                Sunny
                           88/55             82/46              69/36 65/36  65/38

Wednesday, May 26 2021 through Tuesday, June 1, 2021:
Date  ‘21 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’20 HIGH LOW PREC. 5/29 64 32 63/36 .00 80 53 .14
5/26 65 50  63/35  .60   51  40 .00 5/30 69      39 63/36 .00 84 51 .00
5/27 70 41  63/36  .00   52  40 .00 5/31 74 44 63/36 .00 86 49 .15
5/28 75 41     63/36     .00         48      35 .00 6/1 77 45 64/36 .00 64 47   .02

FIVE
DAY 
LOOK
AHEAD

Date  ‘21 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’20 HIGH LOW PREC. 

May 2021 precipitation in McCall: 1.38 inches • YTD precip in McCall as of June 1, 2021: 10.96 in. • May 2020 precip in McCall: 2.32 inches • YTD precip in McCall as of June 1, 2020: 13.93 inches
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Malarkey Premium 
Contractor

We donate profits from every roof to Operation Pop Smoke. 
They help veterans with PTSD and suicide.
Why not make a difference and serve your roofing needs too?

“A Great High Quality Job As Promised”

• Roof Inspections 
• Tear Off And Repairs 
• Proper Ventilation 

IDAHO
ROOFING

LLC RCE-38809

Call Jason 208-941-4881

Veteran Owned & Operated

All our roofs come with the best warranties in the business.

Full Service Residential And Commercial Roofing Contractor 
• Architectural and Designer Shingles
• Metal Roofs
• Ice Dam And Snow Removal

Great Financing Available

jason@idahoroofingsolutions.com  • www.idahoroofingsolutions.com   
www.malarkeyroofing.com

With gratitude we look toward the future.With gratitude we look toward the future.
To our beloved clients who have 
supported us through the years, 
but this past year especially, we 
want to say thank you. 
Because of you, we were able to keep showing 
up. Our doors remained open because of your 
trust, confidence, and dedicated support, and 
it has been such an incredible honor to have 
you choose us. Thank you for giving us the 
means to pursue what we love, to overcome 
the challenges, and to continue offering our 
services to you and to this community. We 
could not have done it without you. 
As business owners, we are ready to transition. 
In the coming months, we will work towards 
stepping away from this amazing adventure, 
and will turn our hearts towards what lies 
ahead. We are hopeful that someone will find 
opportunity in the space we leave behind, and 
will continue to offer a unique and mean-
ingful place of wellness to our community. 
This community has been so good to us, and 
the hardest part of moving on is you. The 

support we have received from residents, local 
businesses, The Chamber of Commerce, and 
the City of McCall has been overwhelming. 
We are all so lucky to live in a community 
that prioritizes each other, that can see that 
without each unique piece, we are not a whole. 
We are grateful to have been a part of this 
movement for so long, and we are hopeful that 
someone will share our vision of kind, healthy 
and mindful contribution to this amazing 
town. 
With enormous gratitude, thank you. We 
look forward to sharing more smiles and 
chats in the coming months, and for years 
to come, because at the end of the day, the 
relationships we have built here are why we’ve 
stayed. Thank you for being our people.

We Specialize in High Altitude Gardens 
~ Since 1979 ~ 

 

 

HHiigghh  MMoouunnttaaiinn  NNuurrsseerryy  
 

Garden Annuals & Perennials 
 

Flowers & Feeders for Hummingbirds!  
 

Grand Teton Organic Seed Potatoes 
   

TTHHEE  RRUULLEESS,,  ffoorr  uuss  aanndd  ffoorr  yyoouu::  
Face masks that cover your nose & mouth, & 6’ distancing are 

required inside the nursery building; 2 shoppers at a time indoors. 
Please observe 6’ distancing outside the nursery. Thank you! 

 

Licensed Public Works Contractor 
Sprinkler Systems • Garden Care • Retail Nursery 

 

A blend of annual & perennial wildflowers 
chosen for this area, based on our experience, & yours! 

 
TTHHEE  RRUULLEESS,,  ffoorr  uuss  aanndd  ffoorr  yyoouu::  

Face masks that cover your nose & mouth, & 6’ distancing are 
required inside the nursery building; 2 shoppers at a time indoors. 

Please observe 6’ distancing outside at the nursery.  
Thank you for your consideration! 

208-634-7228 
202 N. 3rd  McCall  Mon-Sat  10 am-5:00 pm  Closed Sunday 

Deer
(Continued from Page 1)
“The biggest  effort 

would be the first winter 
following the passage of that 
ordinance,” McCall Fish 
and Game Wildlife Manager 
Regan Berkley told council 
members. 

“That’s simply because 
if you let it go a whole win-
ter and folks really do stop 
feeding, then you end up 
with a bunch of deer that 
just hang around town and 
die,” Berkley said. 

The trapping and relocat-
ing effort would continue as 
long as it remains effective, 
but Berkley said deer are 
likely to remain in town 
for “several winters after-
wards.”

“I suspect there will be a 
few folks that are still feed-
ing in town for a little while 
too,” she said. “So, there’s a 
little bit of a push and pull 
there.”

Berkley cautioned that 
while people feeding deer 
may have good intentions, 
the consequences can range 
from putting other people 
in danger to even killing 
the deer. 

“The deer can struggle 
with certain types of feed,” 
she said. “Basically, they 
derive no nutrition from it 
and can starve even with a 
full stomach.”

Enforcement of the feed-
ing ban would start with a 
warning and education, as 
well as “sit-down conversa-
tions” with local residents 
who are known to feed the 
deer, McCall Police Chief 
Justin Williams said. 

“We’ve got many lo-
cations that are already 
identified,” Williams said. 
“We created this problem, 
we need to work together 
to solve it.” 

Car Accidents
Car accidents are the 

most common problem in-
volving the so-called “town 
herd,” which Berkley esti-
mated is at least 150 deer.

Since 2019, the McCall 
Police Department has re-
sponded to 57 calls related 
to deer in McCall, includ-
ing eight car accidents and 

28 calls to humanely kill 
severely injured deer, Wil-
liams said. 

Last winter, Fish and 
Game responded to “a mini-
mum of 30 calls” for dead 
or injured deer in McCall, 
Berkley said. 

Mountain Lions
In recent years, the herd 

has attracted more moun-
tain lions to residential 
areas in McCall in the 
winter when food is scarce 
elsewhere. 

“Cougars being in town 
in the winter is almost 
certainly directly related 
to deer being in town in the 
winter,” Berkley said. 

The police department 
“continually” gets reports 
of mountain lions near 
the St. Luke’s McCall hos-
pital, likely due to nearby 
residents feeding the deer, 
Williams said. 

“You have these deer 
that are being fed in that 
particular area and they’re 
congregating,” he said. 
“That’s what we’re seeing, 
and so this is a human-
generated issue.”

Aggressive Deer
The deer also sometimes 

become aggressive toward 
people, most often in the 
spring when they are car-
ing for newborn fawns 
near popular trails or heav-
ily trafficked parts of town, 
Berkley said. 

“We’ve had reports of 
deer trying to stomp little 
dogs and making runs at 
people,” she said. 

Wil l iams was “not 
aware” of anyone in McCall 
being injured by a deer yet, 
but Berkley noted an elderly 
couple that was injured by 
a deer near Pinehurst a few 
years ago. 

Lice Infestation
The effort to relocate the 

town deer to their natural 
winter range is complicated 
by Fish and Game’s suspi-
cion that some of the deer 
are infested with an exotic 
form of lice.

“We do have concerns 
about this exotic louse,” 
Berkley said. “That is not 
something that we want to 
take from McCall and intro-
duce to our wild deer herds 
that are on winter range.”

There is no effective way 
to rid the deer of the lice, 
so infected deer would be 
humanely killed by Fish and 
Game to avoid spreading the 
infestation, she said. 

The lice infestation has 
not been confirmed, but 
Fish and Game has spot-
ted several balding and 
mangy deer, which Berkley 
noted is characteristic of the 
parasite. 

The parasite is common 
when deer congregate in 
“unnaturally high densities 
typically associated with 
feed sites,” she said.

Hangar
(Continued from Page 1)
Carter’s passion for his-

toric buildings and aviation 
led him to buy the hangar 
for personal use, but then 
his personal life pulled him 
away from aviation and 
back to California. 

In 2019, Carter worked 
with the McCall Historic 
Preservation Commission 
to list the hangar on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places, which is managed by 
the National Park Service. 

“It’s an icon of McCall 
and anybody else that would 
buy something like that usu-
ally tears it down,” Carter 
said of donating the hangar. 
“It was kind of one of my 
little treasures in life.”

The flying club rented 
the hangar since being es-
tablished in 2016, but feared 
the club’s 27 members and 
three airplanes could be 
left with no place to go if 
the hangar were to be sold. 

“We didn’t want to 
one day be out on the tar-
mac looking for another 
hangar,” Johnson said. 
“Without a hangar to store 
and protect your airplane 
from the elements in Mc-
Call, you basically don’t 
have an airplane.”

The 4,819 square foot 
hangar can “comfortably” 
fit four airplanes, giving the 
club room to add another 
plane and up to nine more 
members, he said. 

Having a permanent han-
gar solidifies the future of 
the club and the youth pro-
gram, which former Council 
High School Student Lance 
Nichols credited for propel-

ling his aviation career. 
Nichols earned his pi-

lot’s license through the 
flying fund at age 17 before 
going on to attend the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado, where he is currently 
enrolled as a junior. 

“Honestly, there’s no 
other way I could have 
ever earned my license 
(so young) without the 
opportunity that the fund 
gave me, because planes 
aren’t cheap,” said Nichols, 
now 21. 

“My ultimate goal is to 
serve as a fighter pilot in the 
Air Force,” he said. 

In a class of about 1,180 
students at the academy, 
only about 35 students went 
in with a pilot’s license, 
Nichols said. 

“It was really fun for all of 
us to be involved in Lance’s 
dreams and see him take 
them to fruition,” Johnson 
said of Nichols. 

“It’s just that it’s a dream 
that’s hard to accomplish,” 
he said. “I’d say seven or 
eight years old is when I 
started dreaming about it.”

A Dream Realized
For Johnson, he was only 

able to realize his dream of 
flying about five years ago 
when the flying club was 
formed. 

By pooling the resources 
of local pilots, the club low-
ers the financial barrier to 
aviation and provides an 
avenue into aviation for 
aspiring pilots of all ages, 
Johnson said. 

Meanwhile, the youth 
fund accepts donations and 
secures grants to help local 
youths afford certifications, 
training and other expenses 

tied to obtaining a pilot’s 
license. 

The club currently takes 
on one student per year, 
but hopes to continue ex-
panding.

“We haven’t been able 
to provide a full ride (fi-
nancially), but we hope to 
eventually,” Johnson said. 

Anyone interested in do-
nating to the McCall Youth 
Learning Aviation Fund 
should contact Johnson at 
208-315-0859. 

The hangar was built 
in 1932 by local bush pilot 
Almer Bennett, who used 
it as the base for Bennett 
Air Transport service, a 
backcountry mail service. 

In the 1940s, Johnson 
Flying Service of Missoula, 
Montana, moved into the 
hangar and operated out of 
it until about 1980.

The company’s opera-
tions included backcountry 
mapping, fighting wildfires, 
scenic tours, supply deliv-
ery, pesticide application 
and cooperative Forest 
Service missions. 

The hangar was reno-
vated in the 1990s to add 
insulation, but most of the 
original building remains 
intact, including timbers 
and the doors on the western 
side of the building. 

An office in the hangar is 
currently leased to McCall 
Mountain Canyon Flying, a 
backcountry pilot instruc-
tion program. The office 
area includes restrooms, a 
classroom and a lobby.

The name of the MYL 
High Flying Club uses the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration’s designation for 
the McCall airportm which 
is MYL. 

M-D
(Continued from Page 1)
Interest rates however 

did not stay as high as finan-
cial advisors feared, instead 
moving to the final figure 
of 1.74%. The 17-year bond 
comes due in 2038.

The district has hired 
Design West of Meridian 
to complete architectural 
plans for the expansions.

Donnelly school
Improvements at the Don-

nelly school, which houses 
kindergartners through 
fifth grade, will more than 
double the school’s capac-
ity from 200 to 425 students. 

Plans call for demolish-
ing two current classrooms 
and adding seven regular-
sized classrooms and two 
small instructional rooms. 

Additional bathrooms, 

storage areas and offices are 
also planned.  

The Donnelly school 
currently only has one 
restroom for boys and one 
restroom for girls. 

A music room and multi-
purpose space featuring a 
full-size basketball court 
and bleachers with four 
rows of usable seats will be 
included as well. 

Parts of the existing 
building will be upgraded, 
including adding a heated 
entryway and making reno-
vations to the cafeteria and 
kitchen as well as improv-
ing parking and bus pickup 
areas.  

The current cafeteria 
doubles as a gym and the 
roof does not meet current 
standards for holding the 
weight of snow.

The kitchen and cafete-
ria remodel will strengthen 

the roof and bring the 
school’s food serving capac-
ity up to that of Barbara R. 
Morgan Elementary School 
in McCall, which is capable 
of accommodating about 450 
people. 

Middle school
The middle school, which 

houses sixth, seventh and 
eighth graders, will add an 
expansion on the south wing 
of the building.

New bathrooms, a larger 
science room, two regular 
size classrooms and a small-
er instructional room are 
included in the plans. The 
six new classrooms will add 
about 8,300 square feet to the 
building. 

Plans for the middle 
school also include a reno-
vation of the administrative 
offices and the addition of 
a heated and secure entry.

BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

Cascade Schools has nar-
rowed the search for a new 
superintendent to five final-
ists out of 11 who applied to 
the position. 

The finalists will be in-
terviewed by the board on 
Saturday, June 12. 

Board members were 
excited at the quality and the 
experiences of the finalists, 
outgoing superintendent 
Jeff Blaser said

“If the board feels they 

need more information or 
time with the candidates, 
they could choose to conduct 
another round of interviews 
or further due diligence, 
said Blaser, who is set to re-
tire at the end of this month. 
The finalists include: 

•  Current  Cascade 
Schools Principal Joni Ste-
venson. 

• Kevin St. John, super-
intendent of Philipsburg 
Public Schools in Philips-
burg, Montana.

• Steven Miller, a math 

teacher at Wyoming Con-
nections Academy in Cody, 
Wyoming and former super-
intendent of Platte County 
School District in Wheat-
land, Wyoming. 

• Kate Orozco, Assistant 
Superintendent/Director 
of Elementary Education 
and Instruction, Coeur 
d’Alene School District; 
Coeur d’Alene.

• Cynthia Orr, Education 
Program Director, Idaho 
Department of Juvenile 
Corrections, Nampa.

Five finalists named for 
next Cascade schools chief

BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

Idaho 55 at a construc-
tion site at Smiths Ferry 
is now open throughout 
the summer.

Traffic is open to al-
ternating one-lane traffic 
Mondays through early 
Fridays and fully open 
to two-way traffic from 
Fridays through Sundays, 
the Idaho Transportation 
Department said. 

The road was opened 
to two lanes over Memo-
rial Day weekend and will 

also be open over Fourth of 
July weekend and Labor 
Day weekend. There are 
no full closures planned 
through early September, 
according to the ITD. 

The project began in 
September 2020 and is 
scheduled to be completed 
in the fall 2022.

The total cost will be 
about $35.7 million in-
cluding planning, design, 
environmental assess-
ments and construction, 
ITD Public Information 
Officer Jake Melder said.

The work will widen 
shoulders, reduce curves 
in the road and install 
guardrails in some sec-
tions of the road for about 
a mile south of Rainbow 
Bridge.

The primary contrac-
tor on the project is M. 
A. DeAtley Construction 
Inc. based in Clarkston, 
Washington.

The project area was 
closed to all traffic from 
March 15 to 24 when a large 
rockslide fell within the 
construction zone.

Closures end on Idaho 55 project


